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A student who has completed the Job Corps Auto Collision Repair program is equipped with the skills to contribute
to the workplace as a valued employee from day one. Competence in academic and vocational skills is required for
graduation. In addition, Job Corps students learn employability and technological skills. To complete his or her Auto
Collision Repair training, a student must master skills in these categories:

LEVEL I

SAFETY

Identify general shop safety aspects and equipment locations; identify hazardous substances; use hand and power
tools safely; safely hoist vehicles; store, handle and install high-pressure gas cylinders; demonstrate proper 
self-grounding procedures for handling electrical components; obtain I-Car safety certification.

PREPARATION

Review damage reports to determine appropriate methods for overall repair; inspect, remove, store and replace
interior/exterior trim, moldings and components; inspect, remove and replace non-structural body panel 
components that may interfere with or be damaged during repair; remove dirt, grease and wax from area to be
repaired; protect panels and parts adjacent to repair area; remove corrosion protection, undercoatings, sealers and
other protective coatings; inspect, remove and replace repairable plastics and other components that are 
recommended for off-vehicle repair.

OUTER BODY PANEL REPAIRS, REPLACEMENTS AND ADJUSTMENTS

Inspect, remove and replace bolted panels, moveable glass components, hoods, deck lids, doors, tailgates, 
hatches, lift gates, latches, hinges, bumper bars, covers, reinforcement guards, isolators, mounting hardware, front
fenders and headers; straighten and rough out contours of damaged panel to surface condition; restore corrosion
protection; replace rigid, semi-rigid and flexible plastic panels; restore sealers, mastic, sound deadeners and foam
fillers; repair water leaks, dust leaks and wind noise; replace weather stripping.

METAL FINISHING

Remove paint from damaged area of body panel; locate and reduce surface irregularities; demonstrate hammer and
dolly straightening techniques; cold-shrink stretched panel areas to proper contour; mix and apply body filler; rough
sand-cured body filler to contour.

SUSPENSION AND STEERING

Inspect and replace damaged or worn shock absorbers; inspect tires and identify direction of rotation and location;
check and adjust air pressure; reinstall wheels and torque lug nuts.

ELECTRICAL

Demonstrate proper self-grounding procedures for handling electrical components; inspect, test and replace fusible
links, circuit breakers and fuses; perform battery state-of-charge test and inspect, clean and replace battery if 
needed; dispose of batteries and battery acid properly; perform slow/fast battery charge; inspect, clean and repair
or replace battery cables, connectors and clamps; remove and replace head, parking/tail, stop and backup
lamps/lights, flashers and turn signals; check operation of horn, windshield wiper/washer system and power side
and tail-gate windows.

BRAKES

Inspect brake lines, fittings, hoses and components for leaks, dents, kinks, rust, cracks or wear; select, handle,
store and install brake fluids; check parking brake system operation; identify proper procedure for handling 
brake dust.
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HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING

Identify and comply with regulations relating to refrigerants and coolants; identify AC components and operating
systems.

COOLING SYSTEMS

Inspect engine cooling and heater system hoses and belts, radiator, pressure cap, coolant recovery system and
water pump; remove and replace fan and components.

LEVEL II
LEVEL I SKILLS PLUS THE FOLLOWING:

Cut and weld metal; determine the extent of direct and indirect damage and direction of impact; develop a repair
plan and perform the repairs; diagnose and repair steering and suspension components; diagnose and 
correct electrical, brake and heating and air conditioning problems; diagnose and correct cooling system and drive
train problems; diagnose and correct fuel, intake and exhaust problems; identify and inspect restraint systems; 
diagnose and repair plastic components.

REFINISHING APPRENTICE 
(AVAILABILITY VARIES AMONG CENTERS)

Students are offered the option of focusing their study in the Auto Collision Repair trade on Auto Refinishing. 
To complete Auto Refinishing training, students must master the following skills:

Safety precautions; cleaning and polishing the vehicle; surface preparation; spray gun and related equipment 
operation; pre-delivery final detailing; causes of and cures for paint defects; paint mixing, matching and applying.

Job Corps is a federal government program for youth, administered by the U.S. Department of Labor. Job Corps is a U.S. Department of Labor Equal Opportunity Employer Program.
Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. TDD/TTY telephone number (800) 733-JOBS. Document available in electronic (PDF) format on request.

 


